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GLENDALE, LOOKING TO REDUCE COSTLY PSYCHIATRIC  

EVALUATIONS, CREATES MENTAL HEALTH COURT 

 

 

Glendale, Ariz. –– In collaboration with the Glendale City Prosecutor’s Office and Magellan Health 

Services of Arizona, Glendale’s City Court held its first specialized Mental Health Court on Wednesday, Jan. 

16, with the goal of helping to maintain psychiatric stability of defendants with mental illness which, in turn, 

will help to reduce repeat offenders and virtually eliminate the high costs associated with court-ordered 

psychiatric evaluations.  

Defendants diagnosed with serious mental illnesses frequently incur enormous expenses for society, 

including evaluation, court and jail costs.  Maintaining their psychiatric stability is key to reducing these 

costs while curtailing criminal behavior and illegal substance abuse, according to Presiding Judge Elizabeth 

Finn.  “With ongoing reductions of community services available to patients with mental illness, many 

become frequent defendants in our court.  Although few services are available to monitor these defendants, 

we are fortunate to have experts from Magellan Health Services to participate as partners in Glendale’s 

Mental Health Court.  Magellan case managers will closely monitor defendants to make sure they take their 

medications as prescribed, refrain from self-medicating on street drugs and alcohol and stay in contact with 

their case managers.”    

“By following an innovative problem-solving model rather than traditional court model, the Glendale 

Mental Health Court’s innovative structure and processes will help individuals with mental illness stay on 

track for recovery and help reduce future offenses,” said Richard Clarke, Ph.D., CEO of Magellan Health 

Services of Arizona. “At the same time, the court will save Glendale taxpayers money by avoiding 

expensive, time-consuming court-ordered evaluations.”  

– MORE – 

 

 



MENTAL HEALTH COURT 

Add 1-1-1-1 

 

As a related benefit to defendants with mental illness, in October, the Glendale City Court teamed 

with Maricopa County Correctional Health Services to begin conducting mental health pre-screen 

evaluations on-site at the court. The new service helps to reduce “no-show” costs incurred when patients fail 

to show for their psychiatric evaluations conducted in downtown Phoenix.   

The specialized Mental Health Court takes this service one step further.  It has been developed much 

like Glendale City Court’s domestic violence Treatment Court, a specialized court for domestic violence 

defendants, which has ensured offender accountability through frequent judicial oversight and close 

monitoring of counseling status and other sentencing conditions.  Like the Treatment Court, which was 

developed for domestic violence defendants, the Mental Health Court has been designed specifically for 

defendants with mental illness.  

The Mental Health Court will include participation of behavioral health liaisons from Magellan 

Health Services, the entity responsible for providing case management services such as medications, 

treatment, housing, life skills, and more to indigent patients with mental illness in Maricopa County.   Judge 

Finn will be presiding over the Mental Health Court. The city prosecutor’s office has partnered to help with 

the specialized court, which will also have a dedicated public defender.   

These new court services should virtually eliminate mental health pre-screenings and reduce full Rule 

11 evaluations, which are very expensive and time consuming.  Full Rule 11 evaluations are conducted when 

there is a question as to whether a defendant is mentally competent to assist in their defense when charged 

with a crime.  When a pre-screen evaluation casts doubt on that issue, further psychiatric evaluation is 

required.  Two doctors conduct the full Rule 11 evaluation, and if they don’t agree on a finding an additional 

doctor makes an evaluation or a judge will decide. These psychiatric costs are mandated to be paid by the 

court. 

For more information on the Glendale City Court, visit www.glendaleaz.com/court. 
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